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from Kansas (Mr. BROWNBACK), the 
Senator from Kentucky (Mr. BUNNING), 
and the Senator from Arizona (Mr. 
MCCAIN). 

Further, if present and voting, the 
Senator from Kentucky (Mr. BUNNING) 
would have voted ‘‘nay.’’ 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 
SALAZAR). Are there any other Sen-
ators in the Chamber desiring to vote? 

The result was announced—yeas 56, 
nays 37, as follows: 

[Rollcall Vote No. 405 Leg.] 

YEAS—56 

Akaka 
Baucus 
Bayh 
Bingaman 
Boxer 
Brown 
Byrd 
Cantwell 
Cardin 
Carper 
Casey 
Cochran 
Coleman 
Collins 
Conrad 
Craig 
Dorgan 
Durbin 
Feingold 

Feinstein 
Harkin 
Inouye 
Johnson 
Kennedy 
Kerry 
Klobuchar 
Kohl 
Landrieu 
Lautenberg 
Leahy 
Levin 
Lieberman 
Lincoln 
Lugar 
Menendez 
Mikulski 
Murray 
Nelson (FL) 

Nelson (NE) 
Pryor 
Reed 
Reid 
Rockefeller 
Salazar 
Sanders 
Schumer 
Smith 
Snowe 
Specter 
Stabenow 
Stevens 
Tester 
Voinovich 
Webb 
Whitehouse 
Wyden 

NAYS—37 

Alexander 
Allard 
Barrasso 
Bennett 
Bond 
Burr 
Chambliss 
Coburn 
Corker 
Cornyn 
Crapo 
DeMint 
Dole 

Domenici 
Ensign 
Enzi 
Graham 
Grassley 
Gregg 
Hagel 
Hatch 
Hutchison 
Inhofe 
Isakson 
Kyl 
Lott 

Martinez 
McCaskill 
McConnell 
Murkowski 
Roberts 
Sessions 
Shelby 
Sununu 
Thune 
Vitter 
Warner 

NOT VOTING—7 

Biden 
Brownback 
Bunning 

Clinton 
Dodd 
McCain 

Obama 

The motion was agreed to. 
Mr. BROWN. I move to reconsider the 

vote and to lay that motion on the 
table. 

The motion to lay on the table was 
agreed to. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-
jority leader. 

f 

UNANIMOUS-CONSENT 
AGREEMENT—H.R. 1495 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that on Wednesday, No-
vember 7, when the President’s veto 
message on H.R. 1495 is received, it be 
considered as having been read, spread 
in full in the Journal, and printed in 
the RECORD; that there then be 3 hours 
of debate on the message with the time 
divided as follows: 45 minutes each for 
Senators BOXER and INHOFE, 90 minutes 
under the control of the Republican 
leader or his designee; that upon the 
use or yielding back of time today, the 
message be set aside to occur following 
morning business tomorrow morning, 
Thursday, November 8, at which time 
there be a total of 30 minutes remain-
ing for debate, with 71⁄2 minutes each 
for Senators BOXER and INHOFE and 15 
minutes for the Republican leader or 

his designee; that upon the use or 
yielding back of time, with no further 
intervening action, the Senate proceed 
to vote passage of the bill, the objec-
tions of the President notwithstanding. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The Senator from Louisiana. 
Ms. LANDRIEU. Mr. President, I 

come to the floor to urge my col-
leagues to override the President’s veto 
of this important bill. There are many 
colleagues who want to speak tonight 
on the subject of WRDA, because this 
has been a team effort. Senator BOXER, 
the chairman of the committee, along 
with Senator INHOFE, ranking member, 
have worked hard and diligently to put 
a bill together which the vast majority 
of us support, and many colleagues are 
here tonight to speak. I will be very 
brief. 

I want to speak about this bill be-
cause it is so critical to Louisiana. It is 
critical for us to give a green light to 
the people of south Louisiana and to 
the gulf coast who are still struggling 
to rebuild and put the pieces of their 
shattered lives back together because 
of the unprecedented two-punch 
storm—Katrina and Rita—and the 
breaking of the Federal levee system 
that should have held but didn’t. We 
saw 285,000 homes destroyed. Because 
of the fires in California, as horrific as 
they were, screaming out of the moun-
tains with the Santa Ana winds and 
scorching homes and neighborhoods, 
1,600 homes were lost. Thousands of 
families were displaced and some busi-
nesses destroyed. But compared to 
Katrina and Rita, which is now 2 years 
in the past but is very close in the 
memory and hearts of the people still 
living there, we have to continue to re-
mind ourselves and the Nation, it was 
285,000 homes destroyed, unprecedented 
in the history of this Nation. 

This bill in place lays a foundation 
for us to build on. It lays a foundation 
for security and prosperity. Frankly, 
without it, our long-term recovery is in 
jeopardy. This bill will authorize, not 
fund, about $7 billion in critical water 
infrastructure projects, the first real 
piece of Louisiana coastal restoration 
effort, the closing of a shipping channel 
that was literally devastating to the 
parish in which it lies, St. Bernard Par-
ish. Every home was destroyed in that 
parish; 67,000 people who lived there 
saw their lives and businesses de-
stroyed when the levees supporting 
this commercial channel failed. There 
were levees throughout the metropoli-
tan area that failed. This bill begins to 
lay a foundation for coastal restora-
tion, to restore levees, to close the Mis-
sissippi Gulf outlet channel we refer to 
as Mr. Go, establishing for the first 
time hurricane protection along some 
southern parishes, Lafourche and 
Terrebonne, which we don’t hear very 
much about because everybody focuses 
on New Orleans. We don’t hear about 
Lafourche and Terrebonne and Iberia 
and Cameron. These are parishes that 
have hundreds of thousands of people 

who live there and support the com-
merce of this Nation disproportionate 
to their number. This is where the 
pipelines are. This is where much of 
the energy infrastructure is for the Na-
tion. It is these places we want to pre-
serve for the future. 

That is why Senator INHOFE and Sen-
ator BOXER and the members of their 
committee—Senator VITTER represents 
us on this authorizing committee— 
have done an outstanding job in pulling 
together these projects. I don’t know 
why the President chose this bill to try 
to reassume the mantle of fiscal re-
sponsibility, but he picked the wrong 
bill. As my colleagues will explain, it is 
fiscally responsible to pass a frame-
work, a guideline, a limit on these 
projects. That is what WRDA does. 

For the Nation it is important we in-
vest in critical infrastructure. I don’t 
like to make these comparisons on ev-
erything, but it is worth noting that 
we are now spending $120 billion this 
year in Iraq. We are spending $2.3 bil-
lion a week. It is hard for me to go 
home to Louisiana and explain why we 
can’t come up with $7 billion in author-
izations for projects that are going to 
last over the next 20 or 30 years. We 
still have to go back and get the fund-
ing, but without authorization, we 
can’t get started. 

I hope my colleagues will join me in 
a strong override. The House did so last 
night. I look forward to the Senate 
overriding the President’s veto of this 
important bill. 

I retain the remainder of my time. 

f 

WATER RESOURCES 
DEVELOPMENT ACT OF 2007—VETO 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
Chair lays before the Senate the Presi-
dent’s veto message on H.R. 1495, which 
under the previous order is considered 
read and spread in full upon the Jour-
nal. 

The message from the President to 
the House of Representatives is as fol-
lows: 

To the House of Representatives: 
I am returning herewith without my 

approval H.R. 1495, the ‘‘Water Re-
sources Development Act of 2007.’’ 

This bill lacks fiscal discipline. I 
fully support funding for water re-
sources projects that will yield high 
economic and environmental returns to 
the Nation and each year my budget 
has proposed reasonable and respon-
sible funding, including $4.9 billion for 
2008, to support the Army Corps of En-
gineers’ (Corps) main missions. How-
ever, this authorization bill makes 
promises to local communities that the 
Congress does not have a track record 
of keeping. The House of Representa-
tives took a $15 billion bill into nego-
tiations with a $14 billion bill from the 
Senate and instead of splitting the dif-
ference, emerged with a Washington 
compromise that costs over $23 billion. 
This is not fiscally responsible, par-
ticularly when local communities have 
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